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as humble and hardened and chastened enough to grace
a seat in a university.

The most important and noteworthy feature of Soviet
education is the extraordinary 'universalism' of the
system. In the whole of the U. S. S. R. education, in
the full sense of training for life, has now to be provided,
as a matter of course, gratuitously and with attendance
made compulsory in every town and village, for every
child,, irrespective of sex or race or nationality even
among the numerous backward races of the U. S. S. R,
There is no other fragment of the earth's surface, at all
comparable in extent in which anything like this con*
ception of an education service prevails. How rotten
and useless is the educational service in India and other
capitalist countries where training is given only to make
them serve as lubricants of the Imperialist machinery.

From the very inception of the crusade for making the
whole nation read and write, the Bolsheviks realised that
to make it a success, people must be taught to read and
write in their own vernaculars. It was only in this way
that education could be thought genuinely universal.
Nothing had been more characteristic of the Tsarist
Government than its persistent policy of "russification"
and similar is the case that we find with all the modern
imperialist countries having under their domination
many colonial countries where they are denied the
elementary right of schooling in their mother tongue.
The language of the slaves must be that of the master,
however difficult and alien that might be. This is what
the harbingers of capitalist civilization proclaim. In
India English is the only language which is compulsory
in schools and colleges. The medium of instructions in
higher classes is English. Nobody can deny that_it is
only through one's own mother tongue that a person